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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 3-7 are all the claims pending in the application and are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beals. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,681,795) in view of 
Pfeiffer (U.S. Patent No. 6,406,063). For the following reasons, applicant respectfully traverses 
this rejection. 

As amended, claim 1 is directed to a sealing device made of high density polyethylene for 
sealing a cable against a pipe or pipe branch by screwing or clamping. The Examiner contends 
that Beak in Fig. 22 discloses a polyethylene sealing device 563, but acknowledges that Seals 
does not disclose attaching the one side by clamping or screwing. To compensate for this 
deficiency, the Examiner contends that such a feature is common knowledge based on the 
teachings of Pfqffer (See, Figure 1). However, applicant submits that the Examiner's rejection 
is improper for two reasons. 

First, neither of the references applied by the teach or suggest sealing device made of 
polyethylene, as claim 1 requires. Contrary to the Examiner's assertion, Beals does not disclose 
that the sealing device is made of polyethylene. The only disclosure of polyethylene is at col. 25, 
line 3 with reference to the material of the conduit, not the sealing device. Thus, the Examiner's 
assertion that Seals discloses a polyethylene sealing device 563 is simply incorrect. Pfeiffer 
does not compensate for this deficiency. 

Second, there is no suggestion or motivation in the prior art of the proposed combination. 
EMjger merely relates to pipe fittings for electrofusion of pipes to form a pipeline. The 
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electrofusion of pipes of Pfeiffer cannot be regarded as a mechanical coupling as recited in 
present claim 1 , i.e., . .attachable to the pipe or pipe branch by screwing or clamping" 

Figure 1 of Pfeiffer relates to a mechanical coupling to join abutting ends of two adjacent 
pipes together in a sealed manner, in which such a mechanical coupling comprises an annular 
metal member which is threadably connected to the pipe ends. As shown in Figure 1 , two pipes 
2, 4 having respective abutting ends 6, 8 to be sealable joined together are surrounded by an 
annular metal coupling 1 0 having a threaded inner annular surface 12 into which the ends 6, 8 
are screwed. Such mechanical couplings have the technical problem that they are subject to 
corrosion of the metal {See, Bfeiffer. column 2, lines 25-43). 

The present invention does not relate to high pressure pipelines wherein a mechanical 
coupling comprising an annular metal member is used. In addition, the present invention does 
not relate pipe fittings to form a pipeline but relates to a sealing device for sealing a cable against 
a pipe or pipe branch. Therefore, it would not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
an at the time of the instant invention to combine Pfeiffer with Seals in order to arrive at the 
claimed subject matter. Thus, it is submitted that claim 1 and its dependent claims patentably 
distinguish over the prior art. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 



5 



PAGE 6/7 * RCVDAT 6/21/2005 3:16:06 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSH):2022937850 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-52 



06/21/2005 15:17 FAX 2022937860 



SUGHRUE MION PLLC 



@ 007/007 



Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.116 

Serial No. 10/685,428 

SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Rcf: Q77878 



The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202)293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMCU NUMBER 



Date: June 21, 2005 

CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

Sir: 

I hereby certify that the above identified correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
Examiner Chandrika PRASAD at the Patent and Trademark Office on June 21, 2005 at (703) 
872-9306. 




Brian W. Harmon 
Registration No. 32,778 
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